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 Washington: A State of Contrasts second edition © 2008 is an 
engaging narration that describes Washington’s physical and 
human history from Rodinia to the present. The second edition’s 
seamless chronology of historical events describes the close 
interrelationship between nature and humans in the development 
of the state.
 The primary objective of this text is to describe the diverse 
people who live in Washington, where they came from and 
why, their contributions to our society and culture, and the 
contemporary activities in which they participate. As a result of 
this approach, a comprehensive picture of Washington emerges; 
one that appreciates the historical contributions of all peoples, 
accurately explains contemporary social, cultural, economic, and 
political activities, and provides proper context for Washington’s 
role in the larger American and global community.
 Featured in this edition are three new educational tools found 
at the beginning of the book that provide additional detailed data 
and information.   The Geographic Reference section emphasizes 
geographic concepts and terminology; the Reference Atlas, 
provides statistical information germane to the United states 
and seven continents; and the “About Washington” section 
provides Washington maps, statistical data, and a biographical 
section on Washington’s most prominent citizens.  collectively 
these three components provide a quick reference source and 
a quality supplement that enriches the concisely written and 
creative content of the thirteen chapters describing the story of 
Washington’s maturation.
 The chapters chronological approach begins with the natural 
setting before human inhabitation (Chapters 1-2); the fi ve early 
migration groups (chapters 3-6);) a discussion of Washington’s 
territorial to statehood years (chapters 7-8); a description of 
the state’s social, economic, and historical development during 
the 20th and 21st centuries (chapters 9-12); and a discussion 
comparing the organization and functions of our federal, state, 
and local governments (chapter 13).
 The second edition of Washington: A State of Contrasts presents 
a multitude of interesting, exciting, and effective changes. 
However, two are especially noteworthy and obvious to even the 
most casual reader: the vast improvement of the reading level 
and effectiveness of the writing style, especially its chronological 
storyline presentation; and secondly the overall creativity, 
organization, and effective layout.
 The combination of writing style and creative layout results in 
an informative, concisely organized narration supplemented with 
an array of visual aids to enrich the storyline and spike reader 
interest. A spectrum of intellectual interests engages the curiosity 
of all students. It is written for grades 7-12. To facilitate student 
comprehension, the layout of the book was designed to be more 
interactive. Thus new vignettes, color photographs, illustrations, 
diagrams, maps, and artwork were added. The new free fl owing 
layout engages student curiosity and supports the text. overall, 
the changes have resulted in a superior product that meets and 
exceeds the 2008 essential Academic Learning Requirements and 
Washington state History requirements. 

Dustin W. clark, a Washington native, was born in Wenatchee, 
raised in orondo, and graduated in 1999 from eastmont High 
school in east Wenatchee, Washington. clark graduated summa cum 
laude with a degree in history from central Washington University. 
While at central Washington University he taught supplemental 
instruction courses in American and world history. clark was 
also a teaching assistant for one quarter of modern world history. 
He received a Master’s degree in History from the University of 
Washington (Seattle). Clark is fl uent in French and Latin.

Washington:  A state of contrasts
second edition

copyright © 2008 by dale A. Lambert and dustin W. clark

All rights reserved. no part of this book may be reproduced or 
transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, 
photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior written 
permission of the publisher and the authors.

Book published and produced by directed Media, Inc.
editor - dustin W. clark
Production supervisor and Graphic design - Kayme A. clark
copy editor and Photo Research - Kathleen A. Lambert

Printed by colorGraphics Inc., A cenveo company  
Binding by Lincoln and Allen

Library of congress catalog card number:  2006940739
IsBn:  9780939688344

Printed and Bound in the United states of America
1  08

send all inquiries to:
directed Media, Inc., 1150 north Grover, 
east Wenatchee, Washington 98802
509.886.5759 or 509.884.3167 fax
www.directedmediainc.com



Section A	

Geographic Reference  ...................  A2 - A15

Topics

The Universe  ......................................	 A4
Planet Earth  ........................................	 A5
Atmosphere  .......................................	 A6
Layers of the Atmosphere  .........	.....	.	 A6
Water  ..................................................	 A8
The Water Cycle  ................................	 A8
Land  ....................................................	 A9
Earth’s Orbit  ......................................	 A10
Seasons  ...............................................	 A11
Grid System  .......................................	 A12
Hemispheres  ......................................	 A14
Globes and Maps  .............................	.	 A14
Using Maps  ........................................	 A15

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Section B	

Reference Atlas  ...............................   B2 - B23

Topics

The Physical World  ..........................	 B4 - B5
The Human World  ...........................	 B6 - B7 
North America Physical  ..................	 B8
North America Political  ..................	 B9
United States Physical  .....................	 B10
United States Political  .....................	 B11
South America Physical  ..................	 B12
South America Political  ..................		 B13
Europe Physical  ...............................		 B14
Europe Political  ................................	 B15
Africa Physical  .................................		 B16
Africa Political  .................................		 B17
Asia Physical  ....................................		 B18
Asia Political  ....................................		 B19
Oceania Physical  ..............................	 B20
Oceania Political  ..............................		 B21
Antarctica Physical  ..........................	 B22
Antarctica Political  ..........................		 B23

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Section C	

About Washington  .........................  C2 - C25

Table of ContentsTable of Contents

Topics

State Symbols  .....................................	C 2 - C3
State Facts  ...........................................	C 4 - C7 
Washington Physical  .........................	C 8 - C9
Washington Political  ..................	.......	C 10 - C11
State Transportation  ..........................	C 12 - C13
State Economy  ...................................	C 14 - C15
State Protected Lands  .......................	C 16 - C17
State Wildlife  ......................................	C 18 - C23
State Vegetation  .................................	C 24 - C25

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

iv �

Chapter 1

Geologic History .................................   2 - 35

Topics

Geologic Processes  
Plate Tectonics
Tectonic Plate Movements
Mountain Building Processes

Geologic Eras
Precambrian Eon
Paleozoic Era
Mesozoic Era
Cenozoic Era

The Ice Ages
Continental Glaciers

Contemporary Geology
Volcanic Activity
Earthquakes

Other Geologic Processes
Landslides
Alpine Glaciers

•
–
–
–

•
–
–
–
–

•
–

•
–
–

•
–
–

Chapter 2

The Natural Environment  ...............    36 - 67

Topics

The Natural Environment
Location
Physical Features
Landforms
Climate
Vegetation
Wildlife

Geographic Regions
The Olympic Peninsula
The Willapa Hills
The Puget Lowlands
The Cascade Mountains
The Okanogan Highlands
The Columbia Basin
The Blue Mountains

•
–
–
–
–
–
–

•
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

Chapter 3

Coastal and Plateau Indians  .........     68 - 109

Topics

Human Migration
Old Theory
Challenges to the Old Theory
The New Picture

Coastal Indians
Coastal Tribal Organization
Coastal Society

Plateau Indians
Plateau Tribal Organization
Plateau Society

•
–
–
–

•
–
–

•
–
–

Chapter 4

Sea and Land Explorers, 1543 - 1806  ......  110 - 137

Topics

Spanish in the New World
Spanish Colonization and Exploration

English in the Pacific Northwest
Sir Francis Drake

Spanish and British Competition
18th Century Spanish Explorers
18th Century British Explorers

Russian Exploration
Vitus Bering

United States Exploration
Captain Robert Gray

The Lewis and Clark Expedition

•
–

•
–

•
–
–

•
–

•
–

•

Chapter 5

The Fur Trade Era, 1786 - 1846  ...............  138 - 165

Topics

The Early Fur Trade (1778-1792)
Fur Trappers
Fur Traders
Fur Trading Posts
Getting Furs to Market

The North West Fur Company
Alexander Mackenzie
David Thompson

The Pacific Fur Company
Sea Expedition
Overland Expedition

The Hudson’s Bay Company
Fort Vancouver

The Rocky Mountain Fur Company

•
–
–
–
–

•
–
–

•
–
–

•
–

•

Chapter 6 

The Early Missionaries and Pioneers, 1834 - 1847  
......................................................................     166 - 193

Topics

The Oregon Country
Missionaries in North America
Missionaries in Oregon Country

Jason and Daniel Lee
The Whitmans and Spaldings
Protestant Missionary Activity
Roman Catholic Missionaries

From Missionaries to Pioneers
The Oregon Promoters
The Panic of 1837
Jason Lee and Marcus Whitman
John C. Fremont

Oregon Trail and Its Impact
End of Joint Occupation

•
•
•

–
–
–
–

•
–
–
–
–

•
•

Chapter 7

Territorial Government and Indian Wars, 
1847 - 1877  ..........................................  194 - 223

Topics

Reasons for Conflict
Decline of the Fur Trade
Treaty System and Indian Removal
The Whitman Massacre

Oregon Territory
Washington Territory

Territorial Legislative Branch
Territorial Judicial Branch
Territorial Executive Branch

Territorial Government and Indians
Treaties and Reservations
Peace Treaties
The Yakama Wars
The Spokane War
The Nez Percé Retreat

•
–
–
–

•
•

–
–
–

•
–
–
–
–
–

Chapter 8

The Statehood Era, 1859 - 1889  .........  224 - 253

Topics

Enticing People to Washington Territory
The Oregon Trail
Pioneers in Washington

People
Development of Towns

Early Economic Activity
Agriculture
Fishing
Mining
Timber

Industrialization
The Central Pacific and Union Pacific 

Railroads
Washington’s First Railroads

Population Impact of Railroads
Social Tensions

Economic Impact of Railroads
Agriculture
Fishing
Mining
Timber

Statehood

•
•
•

–
–

•
–
–
–
–

•
–

–
•

–
•

–
–
–
–

•

Chapter 9 

The Progressive Era and the Twenties, 
1889 - 1929  ......................................  254 - 291

Topics

Bringing People to Washington
The Great Northern Railroad
The Alaska-Yukon-Klondike Gold Rush

Promoting Washington
The People of Washington

Immigrant Groups
Wealthy and Working Classes

Economic Activities
Economic Strains on Society

Organized Labor
The Progressive Era
World War I

Everett Massacre
The Spruce Division

The Post War Years
Seattle General Strike
Centralia Massacre

The 1920s

•
–
–

•
•

–
–

•
•

–
•
•

–
–

•
–
–

•

Chapter 10

The Great Depression and World War II, 
1929 - 1945 ....................................  292 - 335

Topics

The Great Depression
Causes of the Great Depression
The Great Depression in Washington
Franklin D. Roosevelt
The New Deal
Washington Society

World War II
Washington’s Wartime Economy
Major Wartime Industries
Origins of Japanese Internment
Japanese Removal and Internment
Assisting the War Effort
Society
The End of World War II

•
–
–
–
–
–

•
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

Chapter 11

The Post War Years, 1945 - 1979  .........................
..................................................................  336 - 367

Topics

Post War America
Post War Washington (1946 - 1955)

Economy
Society

Social Change and Economic 
Development (1956 - 1968)

Expanding the Infrastructure
Existing Economic Industries
Social Tensions and Concerns

A New Era (1969 - 1979)
Legacy of Protest and Reform
Economic Challenges

•
•

–
–

•

–
–
–

•
–
–

Chapter 12

The Contemporary Era, 1980 - Present ...............
...................................................................  368 - 407

Topics

Washingtonians
The Economy
Agriculture
Fishing
Timber
Energy
Manufacturing
Technology
Service Industries
Trade and Transportation
Tourism

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Chapter 13

State Government and Politics  ...........  408 - 443

Topics

United States Government
Federal Government
Citizenship
United States’ Constitution
Parts of the Constitution
Branches of the Federal Government

Washington State Government
Branches of the State Government
Local Government
Power to the People

•
–
–
–
–
–

•
–
–
–

Section D	

Index  ........................................................................................................................................  D2 - D5




